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PRODUCER NOMINATIONS REQUESTED FOR THE 
CALIFORNIA PISTACHIO RESEARCH BOARD 

 
 
TO THE CALIFORNIA PISTACHIO PRODUCER ADDRESSED: 
 
The term of office for all members and alternate members of the California Pistachio Research 
Board (Board) will expire on May 31, 2026.  Therefore, the California Department of Food and 
Agriculture (Department) is conducting a nomination process for the purpose of receiving 
nominations of pistachio producers qualified and interested in serving on the Board for the next 
three-year term of office beginning on June 1, 2026 and continuing through May 31, 2029.  
Nominations may by submitted verbally during the scheduled nomination meeting or in writing 
as detailed below. 
 
Nomination Meeting: A nomination meeting is scheduled as follows: 
 

Date and Time Location 
Monday  
February 9, 2026 
Beginning at 8:30 a.m. 

Western Tree Nut Association 
Executive Boardroom 
1785 N. Fine Avenue 
Fresno, CA 93727 

 
Written Nominations: Producers who are unable to attend the nomination meeting may submit 
nominations in writing by completing the enclosed Producer Nomination Form.  Written 
nominations must be submitted to the Department’s Marketing Branch, postmarked or otherwise 
received no later than February 9, 2026, using one of the following options: 

o By mail to:  California Department of Food and Agriculture 
                   Marketing Branch 
                   Attn: Mirek Wilczek 
                   1220 N Street 
                   Sacramento, CA 95814-5603, or 
 

o By email to Mirek Wilczek at: mirek.wilczek@cdfa.ca.gov 

In order to be eligible to make nominations, or to be nominated to serve on the Board, a person 
must be engaged within California in the production of pistachios for sale in a quantity of 1,000 
pounds or more of assessable weight per year.  Producers who wish to nominate a person to 
serve on the Board should determine the candidate’s eligibility and willingness to serve prior to 
submitting the nomination.  Producers are also permitted to submit self-nominations during this 
process.   

A roster listing the current members and alternate members appointed to the Board is enclosed 
with this notice for your reference.   
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The Board is composed of 13 producer positions, consisting of nine members and four alternate 
members.  Additionally, there is one public member position and one alternate public member 
position on the Board, which are appointed through a separate process.  There are no limits to 
the number of consecutive terms a person may serve on the Board. 
 
Nominations will be received through this process without regard to member or alternate member 
positions and without regard to geographic area of production.  Following the close of the 
nomination process, a preference voting process will be conducted among all California pistachio 
producers by mail to determine which nominees are preferred for appointment to the Board.  It is 
the Department’s intent to fill all 13 producer positions on the Board through this year’s 
nomination and preference voting processes. 
 
We strongly encourage you to participate in this important process of nominating your industry 
representatives.  If you have any questions regarding the nomination process, please contact 
Mirek Wilczek with the Department’s Marketing Branch at (916) 900-5018.  For questions 
regarding the activities of the California Pistachio Research Program, please contact Stephen 
Vasquez, Executive Director of the California Pistachio Research Board, at (559) 255-6480.    
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Joe Monson, Branch Chief 
Marketing Branch 
 
Enclosures 
 
2026 0106 | 2026 0109 | 3523 
 



 

 
CALIFORNIA PISTACHIO RESEARCH BOARD 

 
Term of Office: June 1, 2023 – May 31, 2026 

 
 

Producer Members Producer Alternate Members 
 

Tom Coleman 
Coleman Farming Company 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1st Alternate 
Todd Tracy 

Buttonwillow Land and Cattle Co.  
 
 

2nd Alternate 
Michael Naito 

Naito Farms 
 
 

3rd Alternate 
Hiroki Hiura 

Setton Pistachio of Terra Bella 
 
 

4th Alternate 
Peter Allbright 

Wonderful Pistachios 
 
 

 

Gerrid Climer 
Nichols Farms 

 
 

Joseph Coelho 
Valley Orchard Management 

 
 

Rob Goff  
Wonderful Orchards  

 
 

Brian O’Neill  
Huron Orchards 

 
 

Joey Mendonca 
JG Boswell Farms 

 

Zack Raven 
Keenan Farming Company  

 

Erik Wilkins  
Wonderful Orchards 

 
 

Vacant 

  

Public Member Alternate Public Member 
 

Christine Milgrom 
 

Vacant 
 


